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Happy New Year! It was so lovely to welcome back the children this week and we were totally delighted with how well 
they settled back into the routines and expectations. All usual activities have restarted and the children have all been 
provided with their usual diet of daily Circle Times, Colourful Semantics, Soft Play, Sensory Circuits, Workstations, 
Attention Autism and Story times.  

As well as these we have added in a daily Maths lesson based on Mastering Number / NCTEM Fluency. These are 
closely linked to Numberbocks and having our new screen up and running has meant we can access the lessons and 
provide the children with a more formal group Maths experience. The lessons have been a big hit. This week our focus 
has been on Perceptual Subitising. When subitising children can say (or show us using their fingers) how many there 
are in a small group of objects ‘just by seeing’ and knowing straightaway without needing to count.  

We have also added in an extra Phonics lesson for all children. Every child now has two daily doses of Phonics in a 
small group in the Hive. The first one is focused on ‘Teaching a new GPC’ and the second lesson is all about ‘Blending 
Practice’. Although change to an established routine can be challenging for the children at first, we are happy that their 
skills and learning behaviours have this opportunity for improvement and development.  

We have started our new Topic work on Animals. This informs our work in Colourful Semantics, the stories we read at 
the end of the day and themes across the Hive learning environment and workstation activities. This week we have 
started this exploration with the book, ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ by Giles Andreae and David Wojtowycz. The children 
have thoroughly enjoyed this text and have loved acting out the movements of the various animals we have met.  

It has been a total pleasure to welcome a new Reception child into Stephen Wiltshire Class this week and we are very 
happy that our ‘school family’ is now complete!  

 

 

HOME LEARNING 

See homework books for weekly tasks for your child. 
 

KEY INFORMATION AND DATES 

●​ PE days are Tuesday and Wednesdays (PE Kit) and swimming is on Thursday -Temple Grandin Class will swim 
in Spring 1 and Stephen Wiltshire will do swimming again in Spring 2. 
 

Have you synced our school calendar with your android or apple device? Follow the instructions on the calendar page 
on our school website. 

 

https://www.ravenstoneschool.co.uk/Calendar/
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