This week we have moved on with our topic work to look at sea creatures/animals. The children have been immersed
in this through use of the text, ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andreae and David Wojtowycz. Keeping to this
theme we have had a ‘whale of a time’ in our Attention Autism sessions. Pink jelly fish, sea scapes and bubbles have
captured the children’s shared attention as well as being a lot of fun. The children’s motivation and interest has been
so strong that we have decided to continue our exploration of ‘under the sea’ into next week.

In Phonics we have moved on to include words and phrases in the Blending Practice sessions for most of our younger
children and we will start with decodable Reading Practice Books next week. Look out for these in a zip lock folder
along with a reading record. Please return these every Monday by putting them into your child’s book bags.

In Maths we have been learning about the concept of comparison. We have used the vocabulary of ‘more than’ and
‘fewer than’ to draw conclusions about various quantities. Repetition and practice are essential for the children to grasp
these terms. Where ‘more’ is a very common word in the Hive, ‘fewer’ has proved more sticky to internalise, but we
are persevering. For the most part we have used ‘Tony’ our maths puppet and another friend (sometimes a doll,
sometimes Peppa) as a practical basis for comparison. For example, Tony has more starfish than Peppa. This has been
reinforced visually with the NCTEM slides. Thank you to all the parents who helped their child dress up on Friday for
Number Day.

We have also started teaching PATHs as part of our Attention Autism Sessions, twice a week. So far we have met the
puppets used to teach about feelings and promote emotional literacy. The children loved meeting Twiggle the Turtle,
Daphne the Duck, Henrietta the Hedgehog and Duke the Dog. We will use this programme of work to run alongside
our teaching of the Zones of Regulation.
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See homework books for weekly tasks for your child.

e PE days are Tuesday and Wednesdays (PE Kit) and swimming is on Thursday -Temple Grandin Class will swim
in Spring 1 and Stephen Wiltshire will do swimming again in Spring 2.
e Education Well Being Service - Online Sleep Workshop for families - see Arbormail
Session 1: 27 February 2026, 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM
Session 2: 6 March 2026, 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM
Session 3: 20 March 2026, 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM
Optional session: 17 April 2026, 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM
e World Book Day Celebrations - Friday 6th March 2026

Have you synced our school calendar with your android or apple device? Follow the instructions on the calendar page
on our school website.



https://www.ravenstoneschool.co.uk/Calendar/

Rights Respecting School

UNITED KINGDOM

CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

We are a Rights Respecting School and we believe every child, young person and the
school community should learn about children's rights, putting them into practice every day.
\We hope that this will have a positive impact on children's lives by making:

-Children healthier and happier
-Children feel safe
-Children have better relationships
-Children become active and involved in school life and the wider world

Children fulfilling their potential in the heart of the community
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Wandle at Chesterton Primary




